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\. / ] Three alien worlds . . . three superb
novellas . . . Aa unique exploration of

— Joan D
r home lquum
a decadent dymg, drugged oblwwus
people hover in a huge crystal space-
craft, while below their inheritors —
a new and alien race — battle for
supremacy against the forces of fear
and superstition.
—Marta Randall
The primitive planet of Taebish,
where a feline race still fights with
spears and worships bloodthirsty
gods, should have been easy prey
for the advanced Terrans to invade
and plunder. Yet their plans go awry
when a bionic woman takes the side
of these alien people against her own,
— Vonda N Melntyre
Isolated on a steaming, black and red
prison planet, where survival was a
game of chance no one ever won,
three ill-assorted beings learn to love
and struggle for life.

uncharted dimensions, conceived and
‘[ created by three of the most talented
c "._ women writers in inodern scieince
@m @}gﬂ@ . fiction. Joan D Vinge, like her com-
panions, is a young West Coast
L o s ' American, and has swiftly scored a
S,WE,‘,}BEHG MAREA RANGALL ' resounding success in the sf field,
' with a Hugo Award in 1977 and a
nomination for Fireship in 1979.
Marta Randall has been making a mark
with her short stories in New Worlds
and New Dimensions, and Vonda
N Mclntyre has already achieved top
professional honours with her brilliant
novel Dreamsnake — winner of both
the Hugo and the Nebula Award in
1979. Edited and with an intro-
duction by Robert Silverberg, The
Crystal Ship stands in a class of
its own — a magnificent and impor-
tant collection of original and in-
ventive science fiction. 788pp
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But there was a reason behind the act — a reason that drove
one young man on a fantastically dangerous mission to outlying

primitive stars. There he learned the shocking truth

that threatened the galaxy and all of mankind — a

truth that meant that this universe must be shat-
tered and reborn: even if the Earth died in the pro-
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For Earth, it was a time of unprecedented peace and prosperity. Science had
finally triumphed over the environment, and all conceivable human needs were
taken care of by computers, robots and andrcuds There was nothing left for the
men of Earth but to seek pleasure . . . pleasure in never-ending carnival — without
inhibitions and without restraint.
Then someone murdered an android . . . a brutal senseless act of
violence that seemed to be a throwback to the ancient past.




